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The following text includes a transcription of the 
Stone Engraving of the parchment Declaration 
of Independence (the document on display in the 
Rotunda at the National Archives Museum.)
The spelling and punctuation reflects the original.

In Congress, 
July 4, 
1776.
On July 4, 1776, the United States Declaration of 
Independence was adopted by the Second Continental 
Congress. One of the most famous documents in 
American history, the Declaration designates the 
official separation of the thirteen colonies from 
the Kingdom of Great Britain, and the first step 
towards the formation of an independent nation of 
United States. The Declaration was one of the first 
manifestations of the philosophical theory of the 18th 
century into political practice and has inspired other 
revolutionary efforts around the world. The document 
is vital to America’s understanding of our foundational 
values as a nation.

Its historical and political importance to the American 
nation means that an understanding of this document 
is essential for understanding American values 
and the context of our political climate today. It is 
often cited as the foundation of American equality. 
However, it is important to note that, while it marks 
a momentous occasion in American history, the 
document itself has no legal consequence today. The 
Declaration had a very specific purpose—to separate 
our nation from the British monarchy; it is not a 
part of our laws or Constitution. Its impact lies in its 
history and principles, and how those have influenced 
American culture.

This booklet seeks to provide clarity on the meaning 
and purpose of the Declaration of Independence by 
translating the text, whose historical language may 
be hard to understand, into modern-day colloquial 
English, and by providing some additional information 
and historical context.

Transcription of the Declaration of Independence from the National Archives Museum. Original content 
written by Sarah Tang.
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founding.com/the-declaration/historical-context-2/. | “United States Declaration of Independence.” Wikipedia, 
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When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for 
one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, 
the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and 
of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.

—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,

—That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established 
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly 
all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a 
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, 
it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and 
to provide new Guards for their future security.

—Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such 
is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former 
Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great 
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having 
in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these 
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

The unanimous Declaration
of the thirteen united States of America,
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Throughout the course of history, it is sometimes necessary for one group 
of people to break the political ties that they have with another group 
in order to become their own separate nation. This right is entitled to 
them by the God and the laws of nature. When this happens, it’s polite 
to declare what reasons are causing them to separate (this is why this 
document is being written).

We think these following things are obvious: that all men are created 
equal, and that they were given certain unalienable rights by God. These 
rights include the rights to Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.

  —That, in order to obtain these rights, people create governments, which 
get their power from the consent of those that they govern.

—That, whenever a government becomes destructive towards these 
rights, it is the right of the people to change or end that government, and  
to put in place a new one on principles that will be best for their safety 
and happiness.

However, long-established governments should not be changed for 
small or inconsequential reasons—to do so would be impractical. Indeed, 
history has shown that people would rather deal with a little suffering, 
than to completely abolish the systems they are used to. But when they 
are subjected to a long sequence of abuses, which are designed to put 
them under absolute tyranny, it is their right and responsibility to abolish 
such an abusive government, and to create a new system that will guard 
their future.

The Colonies have patiently suffered through all of this, but it is now 
necessary for them to change their government. King George III has had 
a repeated history of injuries and usurpation toward the Colonies, which 
have all directly served to help establish a state of absolute Tyranny over 
them. To prove this, let us show the facts.

Basically, this is the political equivalent of a breakup text.

The authors of the Declaration begin to pose axioms upon which they build their arguments. Many of these ideas 
come from the Enlightenment era of 18th century Europe, and were inspired by philosophers such as Thomas 
Hobbes, Jean Jacques Rousseau, and in particular, John Locke. Locke believed that people had the right to protection 
of life, health, liberty, and possessions, which is echoed here (“Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness”).

This principle is also reflective of John Locke’s philosophy; Locke strongly opposed the divine right of kings—the 
idea that monarchs derived their authority from God—and believed that the power of law-making belonged to the 
people, and that they had the right to consent to their own government.

The authors of the Declaration take particular care here to justify the actions of the colonies to the world, as 
the document talks extensively about the demerits of monarchy, and most of the 18th century’s most powerful 
nations were monarchies. Worried that these nations would find the political ideas of the Declaration threatening, 
and anticipating that it might influence other rebellions, the authors make sure to clarify that monarchies and 
governments should not be overthrown for insignificant causes, and that only tyrannical governments should be 
abolished; the colonies are only acting rationally in response to a despotic king.
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unan·i· mous 1. formed with or 
indicating unanimity : having the 
agreement and consent of all,
2. being of one mind : agreeing

un· alien· able 1. incapable of 
being alienated, surrendered, or 
transferred

ax· i· om 1. a statement accepted 
as true as the basis for argument 
or inference : postulate, 2. an 
established rule or principle or a 
self-evident truth, 3. a maxim widely 
accepted on its intrinsic merit

u· surp 1. to seize and hold (office, 
place, functions, powers, etc.) in 
possession by force or without right, 
2. to take or make use of without 
right, 3. to take the place of by or as 
if by force : supplantT
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When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for 
one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected 
them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, 
the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and 
of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.

—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,

—That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established 
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly 
all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a 
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, 
it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and 
to provide new Guards for their future security.

—Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such 
is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former 
Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great 
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having 
in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these 
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

The unanimous Declaration
of the thirteen united States of America,

Throughout the course of history, it is sometimes necessary for one group 
of people to break the political ties that they have with another group 
in order to become their own separate nation. This right is entitled to 
them by the God and the laws of nature. When this happens, it’s polite 
to declare what reasons are causing them to separate (this is why this 
document is being written).

We think these following things are obvious: that all men are created 
equal, and that they were given certain unalienable rights by God. These 
rights include the rights to Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.

  —That, in order to obtain these rights, people create governments, which 
get their power from the consent of those that they govern.

—That, whenever a government becomes destructive towards these 
rights, it is the right of the people to change or end that government, and  
to put in place a new one on principles that will be best for their safety 
and happiness.

However, long-established governments should not be changed for 
small or inconsequential reasons—to do so would be impractical. Indeed, 
history has shown that people would rather deal with a little suffering, 
than to completely abolish the systems they are used to. But when they 
are subjected to a long sequence of abuses, which are designed to put 
them under absolute tyranny, it is their right and responsibility to abolish 
such an abusive government, and to create a new system that will guard 
their future.

The Colonies have patiently suffered through all of this, but it is now 
necessary for them to change their government. King George III has had 
a repeated history of injuries and usurpation toward the Colonies, which 
have all directly served to help establish a state of absolute Tyranny over 
them. To prove this, let us show the facts.

Basically, this is the political equivalent of a breakup text.

The authors of the Declaration begin to pose axioms upon which they build their arguments. Many of these ideas 
come from the Enlightenment era of 18th century Europe, and were inspired by philosophers such as Thomas 
Hobbes, Jean Jacques Rousseau, and in particular, John Locke. Locke believed that people had the right to protection 
of life, health, liberty, and possessions, which is echoed here (“Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness”).

This principle is also reflective of John Locke’s philosophy; Locke strongly opposed the divine right of kings—the 
idea that monarchs derived their authority from God—and believed that the power of law-making belonged to the 
people, and that they had the right to consent to their own government.

The authors of the Declaration take particular care here to justify the actions of the colonies to the world, as 
the document talks extensively about the demerits of monarchy, and most of the 18th century’s most powerful 
nations were monarchies. Worried that these nations would find the political ideas of the Declaration threatening, 
and anticipating that it might influence other rebellions, the authors make sure to clarify that monarchies and 
governments should not be overthrown for insignificant causes, and that only tyrannical governments should be 
abolished; the colonies are only acting rationally in response to a despotic king.

unan·i· mous 1. formed with or 
indicating unanimity : having the 
agreement and consent of all,
2. being of one mind : agreeing

un· alien· able 1. incapable of 
being alienated, surrendered, or 
transferred

ax· i· om 1. a statement accepted 
as true as the basis for argument 
or inference : postulate, 2. an 
established rule or principle or a 
self-evident truth, 3. a maxim widely 
accepted on its intrinsic merit

u· surp 1. to seize and hold (office, 
place, functions, powers, etc.) in 
possession by force or without right, 
2. to take or make use of without 
right, 3. to take the place of by or as 
if by force : supplant
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Who
Wrote
the declaration?

The Committee of Five of the Second Continental Congress was a group of five delegates who drafted and presented 
to the Congress the Declaration of Independence. The committee operated from June 11 to July 5, 1776. The group 
included: John Adams of Massachusetts, who later become the second U.S. President, Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, 
who later become the third U.S. President, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania, the first U.S. Minister to France, and 
one of the most famous of the Founding Fathers, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, who was the only person to sign all 

four of the U.S. state papers (the Continental Association, the Declaration, the Articles of Confederation, 
and the Constitution), and Robert Livingston of New York, who later became Minister to France and 
negotiated the Louisiana Purchase.

The committee designated that Thomas Jefferson would write the draft. He then consulted with the 
rest of the committee to review and make extensive changes before he produced the final copy. The 

committee presented the 
document to Congress on 
June 28, 1776. The text 
was formally adopted on 
July 4, and released to the 
public on July 5.
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Declaration of Independence,
John Trumbull (1818)

“This painting depicts the moment on June 28, 1776, when the first draft of the Declaration of 
Independence was presented to the Second Continental Congress. The document stated the principles for 
which the Revolutionary War was being fought and which remain fundamental to the nation. Less than a 
week later, on July 4, 1776, the Declaration was officially adopted, it was later signed on August 2, 1776.” 
(Architect of the Capitol)
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He has combined with others to subject us 
to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, 
and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his 
Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops 
among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from 
punishment for any Murders which they should 
commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the 
world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits 
of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for 
pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English 
Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing 
therein an Arbitrary government, and 
enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it 
at once an example and fit instrument for 
introducing the same absolute rule into these 
Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing 
our most valuable Laws, and altering 
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and 
declaring themselves invested with power to 
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by 
declaring us out of his Protection and waging 
War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our 
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 
lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies 
of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works 
of death, desolation and tyranny, already 
begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy 
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous 
ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a 
civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken 
Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against 
their Country, to become the executioners 
of their friends and Brethren, or to fall 
themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections 
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on 
the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless 
Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, 
is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, 
sexes and conditions.
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He has made us follow a constitution that we 
do not agree with or acknowledge [the British 
constitution], and has given his approval to 
their [British Parliament’s] legislation:

For allowing large groups of armed troops to 
be lodged in private establishments,

For protecting those troops from punishment 
for any murders that they might commit on   
the colonists,

For cutting off trade with the rest of the world,

For taxing the colonies without our agreement,

For keeping us from the right to trial by a jury 
of peers,

For sending us overseas to be prosecuted for 
pretend crimes,

For ending the free system of English laws in a 
neighboring province, creating in that province 
a government that they have no right to create, 
and increasing that government’s control, 
in order to make it an example and a tool to 
introduce the same level of absolute control 
into the colonies,

For taking away and destroying our laws, 
and fundamentally changing our forms of 
government,

For suspending our own legislatures, and 
claiming that they have the power to legislate 
for us in all cases.

He has given up his right to govern here by 
declaring that we are no longer under his 
protection, and making war against us.

He has attacked our ships and coastlines, burnt 
down our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 
people.

He is currently moving large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to finish the death, desolation, 
and tyranny that he began with his cruelty 
and untrustworthiness (cruelty that is nearly 
worse than the cruelties of leaders in the most 
barbaric moments of history). He is completely 
unworthy to be the leader of a civilized nation.

He has forced citizens of ours who were 
captured at sea to join his military and 
fight against their country—to become the 
executioners of their friends and brothers, or 
to be killed at their friends’ hands.

He has encouraged violent domestic uprisings 
among us, and has encouraged attacks by the 
Indians, whose method of warfare is known to 
include the destruction of all, regardless of age, 
sex, and condition.

* 23-27

* 13-22

These last five abuses regard the 
specific actions that King George 
III has taken to wage war against 

the colonies.

Grievances 13 through 22 regard 
British Parliment’s involvemnt in 

the abuse of the colonies.He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most 
wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws 
of immediate and pressing importance, unless 
suspended in their operation till his Assent 
should be obtained; and when so suspended, 
he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the 
accommodation of large districts of people, 
unless those people would relinquish the right 
of Representation in the Legislature, a right 
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants 
only.

He has called together legislative bodies at 
places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant 
from the depository of their public Records, 
for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses 
repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness 
his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such 
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 
whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of 
Annihilation, have returned to the People at 
large for their exercise; the State remaining in 
the mean time exposed to all the dangers of 
invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population 
of these States; for that purpose obstructing 
the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; 
refusing to pass others to encourage their 
migrations hither, and raising the conditions of 
new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of 
Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for 
establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will 
alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the 
amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and 
sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our 
people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
Standing Armies without the Consent of our 
legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military 
independent of and superior to the Civil power.

a list of grievances
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He has refused to approve laws that are 
necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass laws 
unless he approves them, and then neglects to 
look at them so that they can be approved.

He has refused to pass laws for large groups 
of people, unless they agree to give up their 
right to representation in the Legislature—a 
right that is invaluable to them, and would only 
threaten leaders who are tyrannical.

He has held legislative meetings at places that 
are unusual, uncomfortable, and far away from 
where their public records are kept, in order 
to tire them out and make them agree with          
his measures.

He has repeatedly shut down representative 
bodies for standing up to his abuses on the 
people’s rights.

He has refused, after getting rid of these 
representatives, to allow the election of new 
ones. These legislative powers cannot be 
destroyed—when he dissolved those positions, 
they returned to the people. However, he won’t 
allow new elections, and their rights are now 
unprotected and in danger.

He has tried to prevent population growth in 
the States, by blocking laws for naturalizing 
foreigners, refusing to pass laws to encourage 
immigration to the states, and making it more 
difficult to acquire land.

He has blocked the administration of justice 
by refusing to agree to laws for establishing 
judges and judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on him for their 
jobs and salaries (they may lose their jobs if 
they do not meet his approval in their duties).

He has built numerous new offices, and sent 
over swarms of officers to harass our people, 
and use up our resources.

He has kept standing armies, during times of 
peace, among us without our agreement.

He has tried to make the military independent 
of and superior to the people’s power.

* 1-12
These first 12 abuses regard 

King George III’s establishment 
of tyrannical authority in the 

colonies, and his obstruction of 
representative government.

In this section of the Declaration, the authors list the specific grievances and causes of their desire 
for separation from British rule. Their rights as British citizens had been being eroded since the 
end of the French and Indian War, and this list clearly demonstrates their reasons for believing so. 
The severity of the grievances crescendos through the list, beginning with the despotic behavior of 
King George III and British Parliament, and ending with the specific ways that they have attacked 
and injured the colonies.

In every stage of these Oppressions 
We have Petitioned for Redress in 
the most humble terms: Our repeated 
Petitions have been answered only 
by repeated injury. A Prince whose 
character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to 
be the ruler of a free people.

At every point during these abuses, we 
have humbly asked for these problems 
to be solved; our repeated petitions 
have only been answered with more 
abuses. A prince whose character 
is defined by every act that defines a 
tyrant is not fit to rule a free people.
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He has combined with others to subject us 
to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, 
and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his 
Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops 
among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from 
punishment for any Murders which they should 
commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the 
world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits 
of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for 
pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English 
Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing 
therein an Arbitrary government, and 
enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it 
at once an example and fit instrument for 
introducing the same absolute rule into these 
Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing 
our most valuable Laws, and altering 
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and 
declaring themselves invested with power to 
legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by 
declaring us out of his Protection and waging 
War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our 
Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the 
lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies 
of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works 
of death, desolation and tyranny, already 
begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy 
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous 
ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a 
civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken 
Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against 
their Country, to become the executioners 
of their friends and Brethren, or to fall 
themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections 
amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on 
the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless 
Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, 
is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, 
sexes and conditions.
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He has made us follow a constitution that we 
do not agree with or acknowledge [the British 
constitution], and has given his approval to 
their [British Parliament’s] legislation:

For allowing large groups of armed troops to 
be lodged in private establishments,

For protecting those troops from punishment 
for any murders that they might commit on   
the colonists,

For cutting off trade with the rest of the world,

For taxing the colonies without our agreement,

For keeping us from the right to trial by a jury 
of peers,

For sending us overseas to be prosecuted for 
pretend crimes,

For ending the free system of English laws in a 
neighboring province, creating in that province 
a government that they have no right to create, 
and increasing that government’s control, 
in order to make it an example and a tool to 
introduce the same level of absolute control 
into the colonies,

For taking away and destroying our laws, 
and fundamentally changing our forms of 
government,

For suspending our own legislatures, and 
claiming that they have the power to legislate 
for us in all cases.

He has given up his right to govern here by 
declaring that we are no longer under his 
protection, and making war against us.

He has attacked our ships and coastlines, burnt 
down our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 
people.

He is currently moving large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to finish the death, desolation, 
and tyranny that he began with his cruelty 
and untrustworthiness (cruelty that is nearly 
worse than the cruelties of leaders in the most 
barbaric moments of history). He is completely 
unworthy to be the leader of a civilized nation.

He has forced citizens of ours who were 
captured at sea to join his military and 
fight against their country—to become the 
executioners of their friends and brothers, or 
to be killed at their friends’ hands.

He has encouraged violent domestic uprisings 
among us, and has encouraged attacks by the 
Indians, whose method of warfare is known to 
include the destruction of all, regardless of age, 
sex, and condition.

* 23-27

* 13-22

These last five abuses regard the 
specific actions that King George 
III has taken to wage war against 

the colonies.

Grievances 13 through 22 regard 
British Parliment’s involvemnt in 

the abuse of the colonies.He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most 
wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws 
of immediate and pressing importance, unless 
suspended in their operation till his Assent 
should be obtained; and when so suspended, 
he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the 
accommodation of large districts of people, 
unless those people would relinquish the right 
of Representation in the Legislature, a right 
inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants 
only.

He has called together legislative bodies at 
places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant 
from the depository of their public Records, 
for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses 
repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness 
his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such 
dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 
whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of 
Annihilation, have returned to the People at 
large for their exercise; the State remaining in 
the mean time exposed to all the dangers of 
invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population 
of these States; for that purpose obstructing 
the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; 
refusing to pass others to encourage their 
migrations hither, and raising the conditions of 
new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of 
Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for 
establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will 
alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the 
amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and 
sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our 
people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
Standing Armies without the Consent of our 
legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military 
independent of and superior to the Civil power.

a list of grievances
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He has refused to approve laws that are 
necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass laws 
unless he approves them, and then neglects to 
look at them so that they can be approved.

He has refused to pass laws for large groups 
of people, unless they agree to give up their 
right to representation in the Legislature—a 
right that is invaluable to them, and would only 
threaten leaders who are tyrannical.

He has held legislative meetings at places that 
are unusual, uncomfortable, and far away from 
where their public records are kept, in order 
to tire them out and make them agree with          
his measures.

He has repeatedly shut down representative 
bodies for standing up to his abuses on the 
people’s rights.

He has refused, after getting rid of these 
representatives, to allow the election of new 
ones. These legislative powers cannot be 
destroyed—when he dissolved those positions, 
they returned to the people. However, he won’t 
allow new elections, and their rights are now 
unprotected and in danger.

He has tried to prevent population growth in 
the States, by blocking laws for naturalizing 
foreigners, refusing to pass laws to encourage 
immigration to the states, and making it more 
difficult to acquire land.

He has blocked the administration of justice 
by refusing to agree to laws for establishing 
judges and judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependent on him for their 
jobs and salaries (they may lose their jobs if 
they do not meet his approval in their duties).

He has built numerous new offices, and sent 
over swarms of officers to harass our people, 
and use up our resources.

He has kept standing armies, during times of 
peace, among us without our agreement.

He has tried to make the military independent 
of and superior to the people’s power.

* 1-12
These first 12 abuses regard 

King George III’s establishment 
of tyrannical authority in the 

colonies, and his obstruction of 
representative government.

In this section of the Declaration, the authors list the specific grievances and causes of their desire 
for separation from British rule. Their rights as British citizens had been being eroded since the 
end of the French and Indian War, and this list clearly demonstrates their reasons for believing so. 
The severity of the grievances crescendos through the list, beginning with the despotic behavior of 
King George III and British Parliament, and ending with the specific ways that they have attacked 
and injured the colonies.
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GeorGia

Button Gwinnett
Lyman Hall
George Walton

 

north carolina

William Hooper
Joseph Hewes
John Penn
 

South carolina

Edward Rutledge
Thomas Heyward, Jr.
Thomas Lynch, Jr.
Arthur Middleton
 

MaSSachuSettS

Maryland

Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone
Charles Carroll of Carrollton

VirGinia

George Wythe
Richard Henry Lee

Thomas Jefferson*
Benjamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.
Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton
 

pennSylvania

Robert Morris
Benjamin Rush

Benjamin Franklin*
John Morton
George Clymer
James Smith
George Taylor
James Wilson
George Ross

delaWare

Caesar Rodney
George Read
Thomas McKean
 

neW york

William Floyd
Philip Livingston
Francis Lewis
Lewis Morris
 

neW JerSey

Richard Stockton
John Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson
John Hart
Abraham Clark

 neW haMpShire

Josiah Bartlett
William Whipple
 

MaSSachuSettS

Samuel Adams

John Adams*
Robert Treat Paine
Elbridge Gerry

rhode iSland

Stephen Hopkins
William Ellery
 

connecticut

Roger Sherman*
Samuel Huntington
William Williams
Oliver Wolcott
 

neW haMpShire

Matthew Thornton

John
Han-
cock

*also members of the Committee of Five

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our 
Brittish brethren. We have warned them from 
time to time of attempts by their legislature to 
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. 
We have reminded them of the circumstances 
of our emigration and settlement here. We 
have appealed to their native justice and 
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by 
the ties of our common kindred to disavow 
these usurpations, which, would inevitably 
interrupt our connections and correspondence. 
They too have been deaf to the voice of justice 
and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, 
acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces 
our Separation, and hold them, as we hold 
the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in              
Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the 
United States of America, in General Congress, 
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of 
the world for the rectitude of our intentions, 
do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good 
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of 
Right ought to be Free and Independent States; 
that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the 
British Crown, and that all political connection 
between them and the State of Great Britain, 
is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that 
as Free and Independent States, they have full 
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract 
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all 
other Acts and Things which Independent 
States may of right do. And for the support of 
this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the 
protection of divine Providence, we mutually 
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes 
and our sacred Honor.

denunciation

conclusion

1

2

1

2

We haven’t neglected to communicate with our 
British brothers. We warned them about the 
attempts by their legislature to place their control 
over us. We reminded them of what caused us 
to move and settle here. We have appealed to 
their sense of justice and generosity, and have 
called on them through our ties of brotherhood to 
reject these usurpations, which would eventually 
destroy our connection to each other. But they too 
have ignored the voice of justice and kinship. So, 
we must give in to the need to regard those who 
disagree with our separation as enemies during 
war and friends in peace-time.

Thus, we, the representatives of the United States 
of America, assembled together in congress, 
and appealing to God for the rightness for our 
intentions, solemnly declare, by the authority 
of the people of the colonies, that these united 
colonies are and should be free and independent 
States, that they are released from all allegiance 
to the British monarchy, that all political 
connections between them and Great Britain 
are and should be ended, and that as free and 
independent states they have the full power to 
declare war and peace, create alliances, establish 
commerce and trade, and do all the other things 
that independent states have the right to do. We 
mutually pledge our lives, fortune, and honor 
to each other to support this declaration, with 
reliance on the protection of God.

Here concludes the denouncement of King George III and Great 
Britain. The authors of the declaration have completely laid out 
their causes for wanting independence, and have justified why this 
rebellion is necessary.

This is the final conclusion of the document, and contains the 
declaration that the colonies are now a free and independent 
nation. It is from this point forward that they become the United 
States of America.

de·nounce 1. to pronounce 
especially publicaly to be 
blameworthy or evil, 2. to announce 
formally the termination of 
(something, such as a treaty)




